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A “Democrat” wagon, also known as a carriage has been donated to 
RAHGS by Robert and Holly Wendt.  
They purchased the carriage to give 
their grand children rides.  They had the 
Amish move the front seat to the rear and 
install a new front seat with a canopy.  
An interesting feature is a tailgate 
with spring latches. The carriage also 
has drop heel shafts for a single horse 
hitch and a wagon pole for a two-horse 
hitch.  It is a wonderful addition to our 
collection 

and is currently on exhibit in the barn.

As to the term Democrat-Wagon, I learned 
the following from Dave Byers who 
restores carriages: “This was term used 
in the United States to describe a square-
box open wagon, similar to the Buggy. 
However, it was larger with “two, three, or 
four movable seat boards on a level, and 
accommodating at least four, six, or eight 
passengers.”  It acquired its name because of 
its unassuming and democratic characteristics.  I trust this answers your 
question - it has nothing to do with politics.” Submitted by Norm Gibson

Dec 8: Village Open
Jan 18:   Annual Meeting
Feb 3:    Village Open
Mar 16:   Historic Tea
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Quite a lot to talk about!
When the Halloween silliness is over and Daylight-Saving Time is upon us, we at RAHGS headquarters know that it is 
time to begin planning for the Annual Meeting and for the collection of annual dues.  

The 2018 Annual Dinner Meeting is scheduled for Friday January 18, 2019. (Yes, that’s right- we have the 2018 meeting 
in January 2019. We do this so we can have all of the year end reports ready for your review.) We will meet at Maniaci’s 
Banquet Center for social hour at 5:00 and dinner served at 6:00. All members will receive a mailing regarding the 
event in mid to late December. Included within the mailing will be information about your membership dues.  If you 
pay your dues annually, you owe $20.00. If you are a lifetime member, naturally you do not owe any money for dues.  
However, if you (both annual and lifetime members) want us to send you the bi-monthly newsletter by U.S. Mail, please 
send $10.00 to cover printing and mailing costs.  Look for details regarding the meeting (menu, speakers, etc.) in the 
January newsletter.  

The newly designed RAHGS T-shirts were so popular during Good Old Days that it was necessary to place another 
order.  If you missed out and didn’t get one the first time around, you are in luck!   Stop in on a Thursday morning and 
we will have a fresh supply waiting for you. The cost is $20.00; we just know you will be stylin’ in one of these!

RAHGS is busy with many activities year-round. Just recently the second annual Cemetery Walk took place and all those 
who attended were quite pleased with how it turned out.  I want to thank Mary Ellen Shepherd-Loganfor organizing 
the event. The Walk is just one way that we continue to educate the community about our Richmond ancestors and the 
impact they have on our lives.  

The Village will be open for visitors on Friday December 7th during the City-wide “Coming Home for the Holidays.” 
This is the first year that RAHGS has participated in this event and we are looking forward to welcoming visitors to the 
Village when it is decorated for Christmas.  

You can say that you heard it here first—RAHGS will soon have a windmill added to the Village. Yes indeed, City 
Council approved our plan for the donated windmill,  and we are making plans to move it on site before the snow flies.   
It will be a big job, and the windmill needs work, but oh what a great addition it will be.  

Tickets for the 7th Annual Historic Tea are now for sale. We anticipate selling out quickly, so be sure to order yours 
soon. The date for the Tea is March 16th.  

And finally, I thank the RAHGS Board and all of the RAHGS volunteers who stepped up to make the Good Old Days 
another grand event for our community.   

Happy November and December,

Christine
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“Coming Home for 
the Holidays”
In the Village

Join the city-wide fun on 
Dec. 7 when trolleys hit the 
streets, the City Christmas 
Tree lights up and Santa 
comes to town. Enjoy an 
old time Christmas with 

a warm fire in the Donley 
cabin, stroll the luminary 
lit sidewalks and visit the 
buildings dressed for the 
season. As the date gets 

closer, check out our 
Facebook Page/Web site 

for more village details. 
Take a look at Shop 

Richmond on Facebook for 
more event details. 
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2nd Annual Cemetery Walk - A Huge Success! 
By Mary Ellen Shepherd-Logan

A bit of chilly air settled in as the 2018 2nd Annual Cemetery Walk got underway on Saturday, 
Oct. 13.  Greeted by the sweet aroma of mulled cider in the chapel, roughly 90 guests, actors and 
support staff perused the lovely displays depicting the lives and times of five historical figures 
whose gravesites they were about to visit. Greeted by Max and Sandy Luenser or Jon Beard, those 
taking the walk were escorted through the cemetery stopping at each site.  Under the capable driving 
skills of Doug Logan, Jim Klauka, or Heather Rowley, those needing assistance to the sites could 
hop on a vehicle for a quick ride to start their tour. 

Each actor brought the story of their historical figure to life transporting the audience back in time.  
Many family members of those persons being portrayed were present in the audience and were 
thrilled to hear the story of their ancestor.  A great granddaughter of one historical figure commented, 
“I learned more about him today than I ever knew. My mother didn’t really say much about him. If 
he could come out of the ground, he would give you an applause.”  Two women, who did not know 
each other, learned they were related after hearing the story of a great-great aunt. Another woman 
commented that she learned more about her family history from the gravesite presentation than she 
had every heard before.  “I am going home and getting back into my genealogy research.”  With a 
slight chuckle she added, “My family is more impressive than I thought!”

The actors researched and studied their historical figure for months in preparation for this day.  One 
actor commented, “I know more about the genealogy and family of the person I portrayed than I 
know about my own family.  It is so rewarding to study the history, become that person for a day, 
and share the story.”

The Cemetery Walk Committee, consisting of Mary Ellen Shepherd-Logan (Chairperson, research, 
programs, advertising), Dianne Gibson(tickets, research, displays) Ursula Adamson (research), 
Christine Rowley (refreshments, transportation)and Sandy Luenser (actor and wardrobe coordinator), 
wishes to express a sincere thank you to the following people who provided great assistance ensuring 
a successful event:

Rewalt-Peshek Funeral Services- 
Sponsor

City of Richmond Officials
Richmond Cemetery Staff

The Richmond Community Theatre
RAHGS Board of Directors

Tim Rix-use of tent and golf cart 
Marsha Phillips- use of tent

David Foster- use of tent
Jim Klauka- driver and use of ATV

Heather Rowley- driver and use of tent
Doug Logan- set up, tear down and 

driver
Amelia Logan Srugis- Photos, Girl 

Friday
David Waun- set up

Norm Gibson- research, set-up, tear 
down and the First South Carolina 

Volunteer Infantry- chairs

Marguerite Little - Cemetery Research  
and Refreshments

David Varga- use of ATV
Sue Jakubiak- ticket check in table

Jon Beard- Guide
Max and Sandy Luenser-Guides

Robert and Cheryl Allen, authors, My 
Four Years InThe Ninth, sales donation 

to RAHGS
Our Actors:

Pat McClellan
Tom Clark

Debbie Rhein-Violinist
Lucia Marshall
Pattie Papuga 

Mary Ellen Shepherd-Logan
Rich Weinert

Sarah Lee 
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Authors:  
Robert and Cheryl  
Allen 

Debbie Rhein- Violinist

Our Sponsor: 
Rewalt-Peshek 
Funeral Home

Our Actors: Mary Ellen Shepherd-Logan, Lucia 
Marshall, Sarah Lee, Tom Clark, Rich Weinert, 
Pattie Papuga, Pat McClellan, Sandy Luenser, 

Max Luenser

Support Staff: Norm Gibson, Ursula Adamson, 
Christine Rowley, Sue Jakubiak, Doug Logan, 

Heather Rowley, Jon Beard,  
Jim Klauka, Marguerite Little,  

Grace Rowley, Amelia Logan Srugis
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PAINTING THE BARN
We finished painting the barn the Saturday 
before Labor Day, just in time for the Good 
Old Days Festival.  It took almost ten days 
to prep the siding, seal the knots, and 
give the siding and trim three coats of 
paint.  The work crew consisted of Sean 
Buckert, Weldon Fealko, Mike Buckert, 
Rich Wienert, and Norm Gibson.

We had quite a few people, many who 
live nearby, who came through during 
the festival who said that they had been 
watching the progress on the barn over the 
past year.  They all were very impressed 
with the barn.  

The logging sled was completed over 
a year ago, and has been on exhibit 
without any logs on it. We finally got 
logs for it. Now when people see it they 
will know what the sled is for. Tom Hebel 
hauled most of them in and put them 
on the sled using heavy equipment. It 
makes me wonder how our ancesters 
were able to stack huge logs on the 
sleds in the old days.

Logging SLed
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We are still in the process of cleaning up the flower beds and getting them ready for winter!  We will be 
digging up the dahlias tomorrow, Oct. 25th, to store for the winter.  I can’t believe how fast the season 
went.
     I learned 2 interesting bits of information that I would 
like to share with you about how to predict what kind of 
winter we will have.  Some of you might have heard these 
before, but it was new to me!
   At the Greenhouse where I work there were about a 
hundred Wooly Bear caterpillars on the ground outside in 
between the buildings.  The shiny dots are drops of water 
on the caterpillar.
     These caterpillars turn into the Tiger Moth in the spring.  
The caterpillar winters over as a caterpillar by hiding on plants or debris and can be frozen till spring.  
It awakens and then starts eating and then turns into the moth!
     The story has it that if the orange band is narrow, the winter will be snowy. If the orange band 
is wide, or long, it will be a mild winter. If the caterpillar is fuzzier than normal, this means that the 
winter will be very cold! These caterpillars are black on both ends 
and orange in the middle.
     According to the caterpillars that I saw, the band was narrow, 
so we should be having a snowy winter!
     I also learned about the persimmon. They will be in the vegetable 
sectionof the stores at the end of this month. I will be buying a 
couple as soon as they are in. The story goes that if you cut the 
Seed of the persimmon in half and it looks like a fork, it will be 
a mild winter.  If it looks like a knife, it willbe a cold winter with 

cutting winds.  If it looks 
like a spoon, you will be 
shoveling snow all winter 
long! I can’t wait to see 
what the persimmon seed 
reveals.
     I have enclosed a couple 
of pictures of our RAHGS 
Scarecrows. Special 
thanks to Sue Jakubiak 
and her sister Terri Hay 
who designed our Garden 
Lady on Main Street along 
with Chris Hensch and 
Charlotte Pierzynski.
Thank you so much ladies!  
Marsha
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•  To share w ith others the  legacy left us  by our  forefathers, 
the migrants from the East and  the  immigrants from Europe, 
who  with foresight and  conviction built  a better future  for 
themselves and their children, and  for  the generations  that 
followed.  

•  To honor and remember those who cleared the land, grew the 
crops, educated the young, and to pay homage to those who 
fought in the wars and ced their lives for something they 
believed in.

• To encourage our community leaders to preserve the few historical building remaining today.
• To provide assistance to those who turn to us f roots.  

The general membership meetings/programs, which are open to the public, are held throughout the year.  The Historic 
Village is open during Winter Festival, on Log Cain Day, during Good Old Days, Thursday morning work bees,  special 
events, and by special appointment.  Watch the newsletter, the website, and Facebook for dates, times, and program 
information.  

Richmond Area Historical and Genealogical Society
36045 Park Street
P.O. Box 68
Richmond, Michigan   48062

Website:   w ww.richmondhistoricalsociety.org 
Email:       richmondareahistoricalsociety@gmail.com  
Facebook.com   

Our mission statement :

Richmond Area Historical and Genealogical Society
36045 Park Street
P.O. Box 68
Richmond, Michigan 48062
Website:  www.richmondhistoricalsociety.org
Email:   richmondareahistoricalsociety@gmail.com
Facebook.com


